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Scored
a

$23
m

illion
verdict

in
a

significant
F

ord
rollover

trial

W
H

E
N

H
E

B
E

G
A

N
practicing

law
,

B
ob

L
angdon

didn’t
read

novels
in

his
spare

tim
e.H

e
read

trial
transcripts.

H
e

sought
out

good,
successful

law
yers,

studied
their

strategies
in

opening
or

closing
a

trial
and

exam
ining

w
itnesses

and
tried,

in
his

ow
n

style,
to

em
ulate

them
.

T
he

practice
has

served
him

w
ell,and

2010
proved

a
banner

year
for

L
angdon

and
his

L
exington

firm
,

L
angdon

&
E

m
ison.

A
key

success
cam

e
w

hen
L

angdon
took

a
situation

m
any

people
are

fam
iliar

w
ith,

a
Ford

E
xplorer

rollover
crash,

dug
deep

and
offered

evidence
of corporate

indifference
Itw

as
strong

enough
to

convince
a

conservative
jury

to
aw

ard
a

quadriplegic
single

m
om

$23
m

illion.
L

angdon
credits

his
upstanding

client,
C

ynthia
C

astillo,
as

a
m

ajor
reason

for
his

success
in

the
case,

w
hich

he
tried

over
severalw

eeks
last

year
in

a
court

in
R

ancho
C

ucam
onga,

C
alif

T
hat

court
already

had
held

tw
o

trials
featuring

sim
ilar

E
xplorer

rollover
crashes

and
the

sam
e

defense
attorney

as
in

C
astillo’s.B

oth
ended

in
defense

verdicts,
he

said.
B

utL
angdon

w
alked

the
jury

through
Ford

M
otor

C
o.

m
anagem

ent’s
know

ledge
of

handling
defects

w
ith

the
E

xplorer,
especially

in
sim

ilar
crashes

after
a

rear
tire

de-treaded
at

highw
ay

speed.
H

e
told

jurors
the

autom
aker

fixed
the

sam
e

problem
in

V
enezuela

for
$3.5

m
illion

but
refused

to
spend

$500
m

illion
to

m
ake

corrections
for

its
sport

utility
vehicles

in
N

orth
A

m
erica.

L
angdon.

w
ho

w
orks

out
of

N
orth

K
ansas

C
ity,

has
a

few
key

points
for

success
that

w
orked

in
this

trial
and

w
hich

he
regularly

shares
w

ith
young

law
yers.

First,
it’s

im
portant

to
have

a
good

client,
R

egardless
ofhow

bad
the

injury
or

defective
product

is,he
said,

if
the

plaintiff
used

alcohol,
or

even
didn’t

buckle
the

seatbelt,
juries

aren’t
sym

pathetic,
and

the
case

w
ill

be
tough.

Second, he
said,finding

evidence
ofa

com
pany

lying
plays

w
ellw

ith
juries,no

m
atter

w
hich

court
or

state
you’re

in.

A
lso,

he
said,

som
e

law
yers

rely
too

heavily
on

m
ultiple

experts
or

docum
ents,

w
hich

can
tire

or
confuse

a
jury.

H
e

prefers
to

keep
it

short
and

sim
ple

and
rarely

uses
m

o
rçth

an
10

docum
ents

per
case.

M
ore

m
ight

end
up

in
the

court
file,

he
said,

but
in

speaking
to

a
jury,

it’s
better

to
hone

in
on

the
best

than
to

overw
helm

them
.

L
angdon

&
E

m
ison

had
another

big
verdict

last
year,

this
one

closer
to

hom
e.

T
he

fam
ily

of
a

2-year-
old

perm
anently

disabled
w

hen
the

driver’s
seat

collapsed
backw

ard
onto

her
during

a
crash

w
on

$8
m

illion
from

a
P

latte
C

ounty
jury.

the
largest

ever
in

that
venue,

according
to

the
firm

and
M

issouri
L

aw
yers

M
edia’s

V
&

S
Search

database.
In

that
case,

L
angdon

dropped
the

negligence
and

punitive
dam

ages
claim

s
against

the
defendantseat

m
aker,

Johnson
C

ontrols
Inc.,

leaving
just

strict
liability.

T
hat

trial
strategy

robbed
Johnson

C
ontrols

ofits
m

ain
defense,

that
its

product
m

etthe
specifications

C
hrysler

gave
it.

—
K

elly
W

iese
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