POSES SAME PROBLEMS AS PREDECESSORS?

orez than 50 years ago, birth

control was introduced to
Ameiica. “The Pill” gave women man e
control over their bodies, but not with-
out certain health risks.

One set of contracentive pills — Bay
a1's Yoz, Yasmin and Ocella — has beon
found to have paticularly dangarous
side effects. These drugs e marketed
under different names, but are chemi-
cally the same, The problont lies primar
ily with their key chemical ingredient,
drospirencne

Yar, Yasmin and Ocella comidine es
trogen with drospirenonc. Mo other ol
cantraceptive (o tbirth control pill) con-
tains the diug. In fact, the combination
af chemicals in Yax, Yasimin and Ocella
has been linked 1o potenually deadly
sidi effects, including hoart attack,

stroka, pulmonary embolism, deep vein

thrombosis and galibladder disease.
Despite these documented problems,
Bayer released o new birth control pil
this winter — Bevaz, Made of vintually
the samae chamical formelation as Yar
andi Yasmin, Beyaz simply adds folic acid
ivitarmin B-9) te the Yar fonmulation.

Recent studios have shown that

wormezn using birth control nills that
contain chriospirenone are 64 percent
moze likely to develop bload clots than
women taking birth contio! pills that do
not contain the drospirenone hormone
component. VWhat's more, studies also
shaw that women e twice os likely as

nen o develop gallstones.
MARKETING PRACTICLES

Yae, Yasiin, Ocella and Beyar are par-
ticutarly dangerous because they have
necn marketed to young wwomen with
misleading advertising and false claims.
In {act, the Foad and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) has sent seviral letters to
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals Ine.
for what it calls “misleading” advertis-
ing) claims it found “particulicly tou
Bbling™ because they seive 1o "under-
miirie the compmication of important
tisk information, minimizing these risks
med misleadingly sugguesiing that Yar is
saler than has been demonstiated by
submstantial evidence or substantinl elini

cal vxponience.”
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In addition, these drugs have baen
twgeted as a means Lo reduce acne
ar recuce remenstrual symptoms.
To that end, some dactars have cven
prescribed thase drugs for non-sexually

active girls as an acne fighte:.

BEYAZ VERSUS YAZ

[n 2071, it bocames apparent Lo many
that

yer is atiempting to iepackage
Yaz uncicr a new namn and only slightly
different formulation: B

be
falic acid — a known fighter of potential

yaz inclucles
birth defects.

Evan after being warmed multiple
thnes, it fools Hkz Bayer will continue o
produce and ndvertise these products.
Stenuning from the above complaints
abyout Yoz, Bayer :eleased a procuct with
sicnifa flaves, bt in o slightly different
formulation. Unfortunately, none of
those modifications addiessed the dan

terous side effects of its predecessars.

Breu Emmon s a pariner at the Lexing
1, Missoun, office of Langdon & Enison




