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Truck Crash Involvement

The “Rule of Three” has also been referred to as the 

strikes, and you’re out. 
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cases include (but are not limited to) claims for negligent 

negligent entrustment.

Truck Crash Involvement

.

In examining the factors to be considered under Rule 

by Defendant Balanescu might be inclined to commit 

Id.

CONCLUSION

annually.

another crash,

Marion Munley

7401 or mmunley@munley.com.

I Anderson.

their new home in Kansas City where they would enjoy their 

Wheel Separations Result from Systemic 
Installation and Inspection Failures

John’s windshield. 
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this tragedy.

only occur due to negligence.

SIMPLICITY IS KEY

counterarguments regarding the exact failure mode. This 

to negligence, akin to res ipsa. Naturally, the defendant who 

installed the wheel will likely blame the defendant who last 

STATISTICS ON WHEEL SEPARATIONS

• . Failure to 

between dual wheels can work itself free and create 

wheel loses tension from the lug nuts. The lug nuts 

• 

• . Technicians 

• 

• 

being worked on?

• 

technician’s work?

• 

• 

wheel?

• What was used to clean the surfaces/wheel 

assembly?

• 

• 

Who calibrated them?

• 

RED FLAGS OF A POTENTIAL WHEEL OFF

 

corrosion or streaks coming from the lug nuts.  Any streaks 

from the lug nuts must be immediately addressed and further 

surrounding the lug nuts. As demonstrated below, the 

Elongated holes and studs are also indicators of loose lug 

nuts.
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such as rust trails or shiny threads.”

so your state’s CDL manual likely has similar statements.

SYSTEMIC FAILURES IN MAINTENANCE, TRAINING, 

concluded that the motor carrier had “systemic failures” 

others.

indicators rotate out of alignment, this communicates the 

lug nuts may be loose and should be checked. 

Id

Id.

Data studying this issue is lacking. Baily, M. and Bertoch, 

th
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CONCLUSION

is seriously injured or killed. 

"When wheels separate from a moving 
vehicle, it is likely due to systemic failures in 
installation, maintenance, and inspections. It 

is important to focus on the simplicity of these 
cases — they should never happen."


